
Minutes for a Regular Meeting of the 

Lamberton City Council ● City Office 

December 9, 2019 – 7:00 PM  

(UNOFFICIAL UNTIL COUNCIL APPROVED) 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER/ADOPT AGENDA/CEREMONIAL DUTIES 
 Present:  Mayor L. Sik, J. Senst, D. Knutson, L. Bittner, D. Irlbeck 

 Others in Attendance: M. Peterson, J. Thram, D. Vollmer, T. Neperman, A. Vogel, N. Anderson, 

and A. Rue.  Community members in attendance:  Craig & Gwen Batalden, Marte & Heidi Sarne, 

John Essig, David Nickel, Sandy DeCock, John Rogotzke, Pete Furth, Michael Hubert, Shari 

Keiper, Judith Kuehl, Mike Vollmer, Perry Snyder and Roger & Sandy Polkow.  

 

 Bittner requested an addition under mayor and council communication:  Work meeting sessions. 

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Knutson/Irlbeck/unanimous) to adopt the agenda as amended. 

  

II. CONSENT AGENDA 
A)  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Knutson/Bittner/unanimous) to approve the November 12, 2019 

Regular City Council Meeting Minutes; and the October 15, 2019 EDA Meeting Minutes. 

 

B)  PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

1.  Citizen complaint. 

A)  A complaint was acknowledged regarding the status of the broken-up asphalt 

road condition on Second Ave W.  Thram said patches were applied for the winter 

months.  The city is anticipating FEMA disaster funds to assist with the cost of 

repairs.  Thram will be obtaining bids in the spring.   

B)   A complaint was acknowledged regarding some missing stop signs.  Peterson 

informed the public the city is aware of this and has been advised the contractor 

has been given notice of the deficiency.   

2.  The City of Sanborn has requested an Equipment Loan Agreement.  Thram reviewed 

the details. 

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Irlbeck/Knutson/unanimous) to approve the agreement contingent on 

approval from legal counsel. 

 

3.  The 2020 City Council Meeting Schedule was presented for approval.   

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Bittner/Knutson/unanimous) to approve the 2020 city council meeting 

schedule. 

    

4.  The Library Board has recommended two (2) applicants to replace the outgoing board 

members who have served full terms as defined by MN law.  With thanks, the council 

wishes to acknowledge Wendy Wondercheck and Tesa Jenniges for their service. 

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Senst/Bittner/unanimous) to accept the mayoral appointments of 

Heidi Sarne and Kari Redman to the Library Advisory Board effective January 1, 2020 for 

a term of three (3) years.   

 

 C)  REPORTS 

1. Maintenance report was given.  Thram reported activities which included snow removal, 

an update on FEMA road repair funds, daily duties and a pond discharging.  Thram 

reported he is in the process of constructing a lockable fenced area with cement bunkers to 

store the city’s black dirt, gravel and pea rock. 

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Irlbeck/Senst/unanimous) accepting the Maintenance Report. 



 

2. Ambulance report was reviewed.  Rue reported on the activities and coverage for the 

month.  The new ambulance is expected to arrive in February or March for training.  Rue 

explained the way the payroll was distributed. 

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Senst/Knutson/unanimous) accepting the Ambulance Report. 

 

3. The administration report was reviewed.  Clerk Peterson reported completion of the 

2020 budget.  She said all funds (except EDA & Library) are balanced this year due to the 

many questions of why previous budgets have been passed having more expenditures than 

revenues.  She stated the reason the EDA and library funds are not balances is because 

each fund carries a reserve to use if necessary.  Peterson reported she and other city 

officials have met with representatives from both New Ulm Medical Center and 

CentraCare regarding the clinic.  Annual special assessments have been certified to the 

county.  There has been election activity she has worked on.   

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Irlbeck/Knutson/unanimous) accepting the Administration Report 

with no objections to the 2020 budget as presented. 

 

4.  Chief Davis was unable to attend the meeting but submitted a report. 

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Senst/Knutson/unanimous) accepting the Police Department Report. 

 

5.  There was no EDA report. 

 

6.  Library report was presented by Vogel.  She updated the council of various program 

activity and asked the council if they have any programs and/or idea’s they would like her 

to pursue. 

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Senst/Irlbeck/unanimous) accepting the Library Report.  

 

D)  ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 

Resolutions were presented for approval.    

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Bittner/Irlbeck/unanimous) to approve Resolution 2019-33 A 

Resolution Approving Payment to Duininck, Inc. – Pay Request #6. 

 

The EDA recommends to write-off an uncollectible loan for Lamberton Meats, LLC.  Writing off bad 

debt is a necessary action to remove the receivable from the city’s financial statement; however, 

questions were posed regarding collection attempts.   

 

Motion/Second/Fail (Bittner/Sik) Resolution 2019-34 A Resolution Authorizing Write-Off of 

Bad Debt.  Voting in favor are:  Sik and Bittner.  Voting against are:  Senst, Irlbeck and 

Knutson. 

 

Motion/Second/Pass (Bittner/Knutson/unanimous) to approve Resolution 2019-35 A 

Resolution Adopting the 2019 Final Levy, Collectible in 2020 at $760,558 which is a 50.33% 

increase from last year. 

 
E)  APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

1.  The Lamberton Cash Balance Report and the December 2019 Financial Report and 

Claims for payment were presented for approval. 

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Senst/Irlbeck/unanimous) to approve the Lamberton Cash Balance 

Report and the December 2019 Financial report and authorize payment for checks #44223 - 

#44278, #318E – #333E and #500721 - #500758 in the amount of $474,122.48.  A full report is 

available upon request. 

 

III. PUBLIC HEARING 



A)  Mayor Sik opened the Truth-in-Taxation Public Hearing at 7:15 p.m. stating the public is being 

given the opportunity to speak regarding the 2020 Budget and 2019 Final Levy.  The breakdown of 

the 2020 budget was available for inspection.  Handouts were available explaining the budget and 

levy. 

 

Mayor Sik explained the increase in the levy is due to the need to collect additional property tax to 

pay for the 2019 Improvement Bond that was necessary to update the outdated infrastructure 

(streets, storm sewer, sanitary sewer and water lines) on Third & Fourth Avenues and Ash Street. 

 

A resident expressed concerns regarding the increased valuation of his home as well as  

the increase to the levy stating this is a shock to the community due to lack of preparation and 

adequate reserves. He shared he was aware the assessor was responsible for the valuation 

increases. 

 

A resident inquired if the city investigated grants or other sources to help pay for the improvement 

project.  Clerk Peterson explained, as previously disclosed, there are qualifying factors to receive 

grant funding to which the city did not meet.  The resident also asked if the city considered or did 

a study of the income affordability to see if the residents could afford the increase before doing the 

project.  No specific study was done; however, the cost was considered at the public hearings held 

prior to awarding the project.  Those attending the public hearings encouraged the council to do 

the project without taking short cuts.   

 

Another resident asked if the city considered selling property or what the city did to mitigate the 

increase.  Mayor Sik explained in March 2019, tax rate scenarios were reviewed before awarding 

the project with the worst-case scenario estimating an 84% increase.  The city took a conservative 

approach to the 2020 budget and cut expenditures to be able to present the preliminary levy with 

a 52.06% increase and further presenting a reduced final levy of a 50.33% increase. 

 

A resident asked why the property tax on one home increased by 38% and on a different home 

increased only 26%.  The explanation given is the property tax is calculated on the valuation of 

each home. 

 

Deliberation was held on property valuations and property tax law.  A resident shared the concern 

of unpermitted improvement in Lamberton.  Without knowledge of improvements, valuations are 

not necessarily current until a house is sold or inspected by an assessor. 

 

Concerns of future infrastructure plans and debt was discussed.  Comments were made regarding 

misrepresentation, no mention of the large tax increase, over-projection of costs, bonding fees above 

project costs and not placing information in the minutes that affects people’s lives.  The public was 

reminded everything was done within legal boundaries and available to the public upon request.  

Minutes refuting public concerns can be found online or requested. 

 

Area historical property tax information was presented to the public.  The levy and tax base were 

explained when a resident stated Lamberton cannot afford the higher taxes but cannot afford 

staying in a stagnant place without improving the infrastructure or going backward either.  A 

resident asked what the city was doing to try to raise the tax base and bring jobs to town.  City 

leaders informed the public they are following leads as they are presented.  Reserves have been 

building since the sale of the nursing home and a capital improvement fund has been implemented.  

Another resident stated a small increase is expected but if things could be done more incremental it 

would be appreciated.   

 

Mayor Sik closed the public hearing at 8:25 p.m. and thanked the public for attending. 

 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
A)  The decision on enforcement of Ordinance #108 Vehicle Weight Limitation has caused some 

concern.  The local cement business, as well as a couple of local contractors, have questioned why 

enforcement of this ordinance would only be placed on their business and not others.  Clerk 



Peterson told the council she believed the intent of the enforcement decision was 

miscommunicated.   

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
A)  Novak Law notified the city criminal prosecution rates would increase by $5/hour for 2020. 

B)  Matt Novak, Novak Law, notified the city he is interested in providing both criminal and civil 

services to the city.  Discussion was held considering the notice of interest.  Historically, Muske, 

Muske & Surhoff has provided civil services to the city.  Appointment will be made at the first 

council meeting of the year. 

C)  The New Ulm Medical Center has requested exclusive negotiations regarding the Lamberton 

Clinic.   Councilman Bittner said a brief meeting has been held with both CentraCare and Allina 

and that either of them could provide services to Lamberton.  The provider that will service 

Springfield will likely be the provider to service Lamberton as it appears the management model 

would mimic what Mayo did with Springfield and Lamberton.  At this time there will not be any 

exclusivity and city leaders will seek options to maintain health care services at our clinic. 

D)  Discussion was held regarding notice of resignation of full-time Police Chief, Colby Davis.  Chief 

Davis has requested acting police chief status on a part-time basis until a replacement can be 

found.  He has indicated the willingness to work as a part-time police officer after a new chief is 

appointed.  Clerk Peterson asked for clarification in reference to several personnel policy issues as 

applicable to the recent resignation.  Several questions have arisen that will need to be addressed 

in the presence of Chief Davis.   

 
Motion/Second/Pass (Irlbeck/Senst/unanimous) to accept the resignation of Colby Davis as the full-

time chief, effective January 1, 2020/ 

 

VI. MAYOR & COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS   

A)  No action was taken on Councilman Bittner requesting consideration to hold work meeting 

sessions. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion/Second/Pass (Senst/Bittner/unanimous) to adjourn the meeting.  Mayor Sik declared the 

council meeting adjourned. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted,    Approved, 

Madonna Peterson, Clerk    Lydell Sik, Mayor 

 

____________________________   _________________________ 


